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ORLD COUNCIL ISSUES LETTER TO CHURCHES 


Hincipal J. R. Chandran of Bangalore, India, 
ads the opening procession of the Third Assem- 
ly in New Delhi, India. “New Delhi Speaks”, 
e message and section reports of the assembly, 
dill be published by Association Press in Febru- 


fy. Price $.50. 
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There is no more urgent task facing Chris- 
tians today than that of working together for 
peace with justice and freedom among nations 
and between races. 

The Third Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches underscored this conviction in a 
message addressed to the hundreds of thousands 
of local congregations of its 198 member 
churches around the globe. 

The message, adopted at the conclusion of 
the 18-day Assembly, November 18-December 
6, in New Delhi, India, was drafted by a 14- 
member committee headed by Dr. Kathleen M. 
Bliss, of the Church of England. 

Calling upon Christians to unite “so that the 
causes of much contemporary misery may be 
rooted out,” the 577 delegates stressed that “we 
have to take our stand against injustice caused 
to any race, or to any man on account of his 
race.” 

The Assembly also affirmed that all Christians 
must go forward in the cause of unity between 
“every member of the Christian family, of 
Eastern and Western tradition, ancient churches 
and younger churches, men and women, young 
and old, of every race and nation.” 

The message was one of several statements 
which the delegates addressed to the churches. 
They were drafted during long hours spent in 
studying some of the thorniest problems facing 
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Friends of World Council 
To Hear Tuilovoni, de Vries 


Speakers at the annual meeting of the Friends 
of the World Council of Churches will be Mr. 
Setareki A. Tuilovoni and Dr. Egbert de Vries. 

The meeting will be held Tuesday, January 
16, 1962, 1 p.m. at the Broadway Congregational 
Church, New York City. 

Mr. Tuilovoni is Director of the Young 
People’s Department of the Methodist Church 
in the Fiji Islands. He is an ordained Methodist 
minister and received his education in Fiji and 
at Drew University in New Jersey. He is 
married and the father of six children. Mr. 
Tuilovoni is in America this winter studying 
at Union Theological Seminary in New York. 

Dr. Egbert de Vries is Rector of the Institute 
of Social Studies at The Hague, an international 
post-graduate institute concentrating on prob- 
lems of economic and social development and 
public administration. Since 1954 he has been 
Chairman of the Working Committee on Prob- 
lems of Church and Society of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. His new book, “Man in Rapid 
Social Change,” is the result of a study com- 
missioned by the Council to further the churches’ 
understanding of their work in the world and 
their comprehension of the rapid changes now 


Legal Notice of Meeting of ) 
FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC.’ 


The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIENDS © 
OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, }) 
INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu- \4 
ary 16, 1962, at the Broadway Congregational |) 
Church, 211 West 56th Street, New York City. 7 
At this meeting business will be transacted, |) 
reports of the year’s work made, and members 
of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary. 


taking place in the way of life of most peo 
in Asia, Africa, and South America. 
Reservations for the luncheon can be mai 
by writing to the World Council of Church 
or calling Riverside 9-4887. It is open to 
interested in the work of the Council. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-mon 
bulletin published by the United States Confere: 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 44 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Bett 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, edits 
The Council unites 175 Anglican, Orthodox a 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Nei 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Chu 

is responsible for opinions quoted in its columa 
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World Council of Churches 
ROOM 439 

475 Riverside Drive 

New York 27, N. Y. 


: New Basis Adopted 


} Still another action of the Assembly was to 
jut in more explicit terms the basis that has 
feen part of its constitution ever since the 
cumenical movement was organized in 1948. 
} A resounding vote of 383 to 36, with seven 
ybstentions, supported the proposal to replace 
he original basis which simply said that the 
WCC “is a fellowship of churches which accept 
hur Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 
| The revised formulation declares: “The 
World Council of Churches is a fellowship of 
thurches which confess the Lord Jesus Christ 
6 God and Saviour according to the Scriptures 
ind therefore seek to fulfill together their com- 
non calling to the glory of the one God, Father, 
jon and Holy Spirit.” 
| The Assembly reiterated an invitation to non- 
Member churches to join the World Council 
broviding they were willing to accept its basis 
pr membership. It asked for further contacts 
ith non-member churches to dispel misunder- 
Dodings, to discuss theological issues and to 
tther “participation in such activities as may 
pear to be mutually desirable.” 


Roman Catholic observers. 
. Dr. Radhakrishnan (vice-president of India) 
talks with Archbishop JIakovos and Bishop 
» Henry Knox Sherrill. 
i Prime Minister Nehru of India delivering ad- 
4 dress. 
i. Rt. Rey. Timiadis and Mrs. Venu Macwan ad- 
' mire guard’s uniform at reception given by 
President of India. 
A plenary session in the Vigyan Bhavan Hall. 
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Newly elected Presidents of the World Council of Churches — 1961 
New Delhi, India 


NEW WCC PRESIDIUM 


Midway through its Third Assembly the 
World Council of Churches made a break with 
tradition by electing two laymen to its pre- 
sidium. 

They are Sir Francis Ibiam, governor of the 
Eastern Province of Nigeria, physician, and dis- 
tinguished Presbyterian, and Mr. Charles C. 
Parlin, an outstanding Methodist and a senior 
member of a law firm in New York City. 

The first and only other lay president of the 
WCC until now was Miss Sarah Chakko, who 
was asked to fill a vacancy that had occurred 
in the presidium between the first and second 
Assemblies. Miss Chakko, principal of the 
Women’s Christian College at Lucknow, had 
served for only a few months when she died. 

Four more presidents have been elected by 
the Assembly. They are the 100th Archbishop 
of Canterbury (Dr. A. Michael Ramsey) who 
is Primate of All England and Metropolitan of 
the Anglican Communion; Archbishop Iakovos 
of the Greek Archdiocese of North and South 
America; Dr. Martin Niemoller, president of 
the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, and a 
member of the WCC’s Executive Committee; 
and the Rev. David G. Moses, principal. of 
Hislop College, Nagpur, India. 


To honor another great layman, Dr. J. H. 
Oldham (Great Britain), a pioneer of the mod- 
ern ecumenical movement, the Assembly has 
revived the office of “honorary president.” 


23 Churches Added to Council 


Twenty-three churches (18 Protestant, fo 
Orthodox and one Anglican) were voted im 
membership by the World Council of Churche 

The churches admitted, listed in the ord 
they applied, are as follows: The United Chur 
of Central Africa in Rhodesia (16,209) mex 
bers; Iglesia Pentecostal de Chile (10,000 
Moravian Church in the Western Cape Provit: 
(30,000); Eglise Evangelique en Nouvel! 
Caledonie et aux iles Loyaute (15,600); Unie 
des Eglises Baptistes du Cameroun (15,000) 
The Orthodox Church of Russia. 

Also, United Presbyterian Church of Pakist 
(125,000); The Church of the Province 
Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi (1,500,000) ; Pre 
byterian Church in the Cameroons (72,618 
The Presbyterian Church in Trinidad (25,000 
The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church 
America or Suomi Synod (35,589); Misic 
Iglesia Pentecostal (Chile) (10,000); Bu 
garian Orthodox Church (5,967,992); Egli 
Evangelique du Gabon (20,000); The Ban 
Congregational Church in South Africa (1) 
000); The Presbyterian Church of Niget 
(15,292). 

Also, Rumanian Orthodox Church (13,00 
000); Evangelical (Lutheran) Church 
Northwestern Tanganyika (52,933); Egl 
Evangelique Manianga Matadi (Congo) (2. 
099) ; Presbyterian Church of the New Hebric 
(12,000); Usambara-Digo Lutheran Chmr 
(Tanganyika) (32,150); Orthodox Church 
Poland (400,000); and The Congregatior 
Christian Church in Samoa (67,735). 
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